
STATEMENT OF DALJEET SINGH 

 

1. My name is Daljeet Singh.  I submit the below statement in support of my request that 

criminal charges be brought against Tianna Lynn DeCamp for filing a false police report 

against me on February 21, 2016, and against Anthony Lamar Lillie and Kelly Michael 

Morris for exercising unlawful restraint / false imprisonment against me. I understand 

both of these actions are crimes under Texas law. 

2. I have prepared this statement with the assistance of my attorneys, Gurjot Kaur and 

Harsimran Kaur of the Sikh Coalition, who have translated my account from Punjabi to 

English. I am Limited English Proficient. 

3. I am an observant Sikh from India. As mandated by my Sikh faith, I keep my hair and 

beard unshorn, and I wear a turban at all times. The Sikh faith is a separate and 

independent world religion. It is the 5
th

 largest world religion; it is not related to 

Hinduism, Islam, or any other faith. I wear a turban to remember my commitment to fight 

for equality, to remember God at all times, and to help others. 

4. On February 20, 2016, at approximately 5:40 PM local time, I boarded a Greyhound bus 

from Phoenix, Arizona to Indianapolis, Indiana. The bus was scheduled to stop in 

Amarillo, Texas. 

5. During the first leg of the journey, from Phoenix to Indianapolis, I spoke on the phone 

with friends and family in my native language, Punjabi. The previous day, I had been 

released from an immigration detention center near Phoenix and granted parole to 

lawfully live and work in the United States pending my refugee application.  I took this 

opportunity to inform my friends and family. I am new to this country, I speak and 



2 
 

understand almost no English, and it was my first time riding a Greyhound bus. It 

comforted me to speak to my family at times during this long trip. 

6. Another Punjabi-speaking gentleman, whom I had not met before and who was a stranger 

to me, was also riding the bus. I believe he approached me because he saw my turban and 

understood I must be a Sikh from India, and that I may speak Punjabi. He asked me, in 

Punjabi, to sit with him, and we exchanged pleasantries. I did not go and sit with him, but 

he then sat next to me. He informed me that he had also recently been released from 

immigration detention in California, and we briefly spoke about our respective 

experiences. I found out he was from Pakistan and fluently spoke a dialect of Punjabi, so 

we were able to communicate. In South Asia, the language of Punjabi is spoken both in 

parts of northern India and parts of Pakistan, a different country.  I learned later, after I 

had been arrested, that this gentleman’s name is Mohammad Chotri. 

7. The bus arrived in Amarillo, Texas at approximately 10:20 AM on the morning of 

February 21, 2016. 

8. There was a restaurant near the bus stand in Amarillo, where I purchased a snack and sat 

down with Mohammad. A white woman approached the two of us and asked Mohammad 

a question; I do not know what she asked, because I understand almost no English. 

9. When I returned to the bus after eating, I noticed that several of the other passengers were 

looking at me suspiciously and with animosity. At the time, I feared it was because I look 

different and wear a religious turban and have a beard. 

10. When I boarded the bus in Amarillo, I sat with Mohammad. We first sat on the right side 

of the bus but decided to sit on the left side instead. Once we sat down, two African 

American males approached and began speaking to us aggressively; I believe they were 
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cursing at us.  I understood the word “bitch” in English being uttered against me.  I did 

not understand what else they said, but I suspected from their gestures that we may have 

inadvertently sat in their seats, so I told Mohammad that we should change seats. 

11. The African American males and several other passengers then began to take photos of 

me and record videos of me. They were speaking aggressively, but I could not understand 

what they were saying. The only word I understood in English was “bitch,” which they 

repeated several times. 

12. Approximately 15 minutes after the bus departed Amarillo, the driver stopped the bus on 

the side of the road. I did not know why we stopped.  Soon after the bus stopped, I 

received a phone call from a family member, but the two African American passengers 

physically prevented me from answering my phone. I tried to call an English-speaking 

family member to help me communicate with them, but the men prevented me from 

using my phone. I attempted to get out of my seat, but the men restrained me and did not 

allow me to move from my seat. I understand these two men were later identified by the 

police as Anthony Lamar Lillie and Kelly Michael Morris. 

13. After I was restrained against my will in my seat for approximately 25 minutes, police 

arrived and ordered me off the bus, along with Mohammad and the two men who had 

prevented me from moving or using my phone.  

14. When I exited the bus, approximately 15 police officers stood outside with guns pointed 

at me. Police arrested and searched me, removed my religious turban, placed me in 

handcuffs, and placed me in a police vehicle. I later learned that the white female 

passenger, Tianna Lynn Decamp, had complained to the bus driver and to the police that 
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Mohammed and I had made a terroristic threat and that we were “acting suspicious.”  

Actually, she called it “acting weird.” 

15. As a result of the report to the police falsely alleging that I was engaged in terrorism-

related activity or had made a terroristic threat, I was arrested and detained for 

approximately 30 hours. During this time, I was completely terrified, emotionally 

distraught, and frightened for my liberty, safety, and well-being.  I was unable to 

communicate with local authorities in English. I found it hard to believe that it was so 

easy to send someone like me and Mr. Chotri—two completely innocent men—to jail in 

the United States, the land of freedom, rights, diversity, and opportunity. 

16. After being interviewed by an agent from the Federal Bureau of Investigation through a 

Punjabi language interpreter (who appeared by phone), I was cleared of all allegations of 

wrongdoing. Moreover, the Potter County Attorney’s Office also declined to press any 

charges against me. It is my understanding Mohammed was cleared of all charges too. 

17. I believe that the passenger who reported me to the police, falsely claiming I had made a 

terroristic threat, targeted me solely based on my race, my religious appearance—namely, 

my Sikh turban and beard—and the fact that I cannot speak English. I believe the report 

to the police was not based on any reasonable suspicion of wrongdoing on my part. As 

law enforcement discovered, I had made no such threats and was not a danger to the other 

passengers.  I would like to file a criminal complaint against this passenger, identified as 

Tianna Lynn Decamp. 

18. I believe that the two passengers who restrained me and prevented me from using my 

phone did so because of bias against my race, my religious appearance, and the fact that I 

cannot speak English. I believe their intimidation and restraint was not based on any 
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reasonable suspicion of wrongdoing on my part, or any lawful justification allowing them 

to restrain me against my will. I would like to file a criminal complaint against these 

passengers, identified as Anthony Lamar Lillie and Kelly Michael Morris. 

19. I request criminal charges be brought against these individuals under Texas state law and 

that they be prosecuted accordingly. 

20. I have suffered significant psychological and emotional harm, anxiety, sleeplessness, and 

distress as a result of the profiling, my arrest and detention, the removal of my turban, the 

subsequent media coverage, and the defamation of my name and character.  Because of 

the individuals named above, I was unfairly accused of being a terrorist and treated as a 

threat. I was made to take a mug shot without my religious turban, and this picture was 

circulated in the media, causing me deep humiliation and angst. I also feel afraid as a 

result of what happened. I was simply an innocent man trying to get home to my family 

on a Greyhound bus.   

21. I believe the individuals named above should be held accountable for their criminal 

actions.  

22. I will cooperate and participate in any criminal investigation of these individuals. 

 

 

     ____________________________________ 

     Daljeet Singh 

 

 

 

     April 27, 2016 

____________________________________ 

     Date 
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