
 

 
 

August 8, 2014 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 

City Hall 

New York, NY 10007  

Dear Mayor de Blasio: 

 

The Sikh Coalition respectfully requests an opportunity to meet with you as soon as possible to address hate 

crimes and discrimination against Sikhs in New York City.   

 

Last week, Sandeep Singh—a Sikh American husband and father—was nearly killed when a driver in a pick-

up truck ran him over on a public street in Queens and dragged his body under the vehicle for several feet.  

Only moments earlier, the driver had used racial and religious slurs against Sandeep, calling him a “terrorist” 

and telling him to “go back to your country.”  Just last night, another Sikh—who has chosen to remain 

anonymous—was assaulted and injured by a group of attackers on Roosevelt Island in the presence of his 

mother; the attackers used epithets like “Osama bin Laden” and “go back to your country” during the attack 

and called his elderly mother a “bitch with facial hair.”  The target of this crime was treated at a local hospital. 

 

The Sikh community of Queens organized a press conference last week to draw public attention to the hate crime 

issue and motivate the NYPD to devote more resources to making arrests and preventing such crimes from 

happening in the first place.  Based on community feedback, we believe that the NYPD must be more proactive 

about its community engagement work.  For example, there is a perception among local Sikhs that the NYPD 

could have deployed the Hate Crime Task Force immediately after the attack on Sandeep Singh and that, in the 

absence of community pressure, the investigation would not have been given the priority it deserves.  It remains 

to be seen how thoroughly last night’s attack will be investigated. 

 

These issues are compounded by the fact that the NYPD actively discriminates against turbaned Sikhs who 

wish to serve as law enforcement officers.  Although turbaned Sikhs serve as police officers in Canada, India, 

and the United Kingdom, they are not permitted to do so in New York City.  This makes no sense from a 

community policing perspective and is contrary to the New York City Human Rights Law as well as federal 

civil rights law. 

 

Earlier this year, while announcing your intention to address racial profiling, you said that New York City 

“will be one city, where everyone’s rights are respected, and where police and community stand together to 

confront violence.”
1
  Please make this promise real for members of our community who experience hate 

crimes, and for all people who call New York City their home.  We look forward to working with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sapreet Kaur, Executive Director 

sapreet@sikhcoalition.org  

 

cc: U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division 

        U.S. Department of Justice, Community Relations Service 

  

                                                        
1 Press Release, “Mayor de Blasio Announces Agreement in Landmark Stop-And-Frisk Case,” City of New York (Jan. 30, 2014), available at 

http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/726-14/mayor-de-blasio-agreement-landmark-stop-and-frisk-case#/0 
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