
 

 
 

 
July 17, 2014 

 
Ms. Cindy Blacker 
National Security Agency 
FOIA/PA Office (DJ4) 
9800 Savage Road, Suite 6248 
Ft. George G. Meade, MD 20755-6248 
 
Re: Freedom of Information (FOIA) Request 

Dear Ms. Blacker: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 USC § 552, the Sikh Coalition respectfully 
requests copies of all emails sent by National Security Agency (NSA) employees from 
September 11, 2001 to the date of this letter that contain one or more of the following words: 

1. “Raghead”  

2. “Ragheads”  

3. “Towelhead”   

4. “Towelheads” 

Our request encompasses the subject line of emails, the body of emails, images in emails, and 
attachments to emails.  We request that the NSA produce responsive documents in their entirety, 
including all attachments, on a rolling basis.  In the event the NSA determines that a document 
contains material or information that falls within a statutory exemption to mandatory disclosure, 
please review such material or information for possible discretionary disclosure.  Furthermore, 5 
U.S.C. § 552(b) of the Act provides that if some parts of a file are exempt from release, 
“reasonably segregable” portions of the nonexempt material should be provided.  Therefore, 
should the NSA determine that some of the information requested is exempt from disclosure, 
please provide a copy of each of the nonexempt documents and portions of documents. 

We request that the information sought be provided in electronic format and that you contact us 
prior to delivery in order to determine the best method of transmission of the data. 

We respectfully request that the NSA confirm in writing when it has determined that all 
documents responsive to this request, or portions thereof, have been furnished or specifically 
identified and denied under claim of authority pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b).  In the event the 
NSA determines that it does not have any documents, or portions thereof, responsive to this 
request, we request that the NSA please confirm this fact in writing as well. 

Should the NSA determine that part or all of any document requested under the FOIA request is 
exempt from release, please provide an index of the documents withheld that:  (a) adequately 
describes each withheld document and/or redaction from a released document; (b) identifies the 



exemption claimed for each document withheld and/or redaction; (c) explains in detail why the 
exemption is relevant; and (d) is specific enough to permit a reasoned judgment as to whether the 
material is actually exempt under FOIA.  In addition, for any document withheld or redacted, we 
respectfully request that you separately state the reasons for not exercising your discretionary 
powers under the FOIA to release in the public interest any material deemed to be exempt. 

We respectfully request a waiver of all fees for this request.  Disclosure of the requested 
information to us is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the extent to which NSA employees have used epithets indicating prejudice in 
official correspondence.   This request is not in our commercial interest.  We make the request in 
the context of recent news reports that NSA and/or Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
employees used inappropriate epithets in official correspondence pursuant to surveillance of 
American Muslims. 
 
If you disagree with our request for waiver of fees, then we may be able to pay for some or all of 
the appropriate fees incurred in connection with this request.  If you anticipate that such costs 
will exceed $50.00, please contact us prior to incurring said additional charges so that we may 
explore with you the possibility of reviewing the responsive records in advance of their 
production pursuant to this request.  
 
Please contact me as soon as possible if you have any questions about this request or need further 
information in order to provide a timely response.  In the event that this request should be 
directed to another office, please forward it to the proper office and notify me of such transfer. 

Please reply within twenty (20) working days as per the Freedom of Information Act.  We 
anticipate that the NSA will comply with the time limitations set forth in 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A) 
and we will accept a rolling production, as batches of documents become available.  In the event 
the NSA would be willing to comply with this request quickly and on an informal basis, we 
would agree to withdraw, limit, or modify this request to make it easier for the NSA to comply.  
All responsive documents may be copied and sent to the attention of Mr. Amardeep Singh, 

Program Director, The Sikh Coalition, 50 Broad Street, Suite 1537, New York, NY 10004.  
If there are portions of the request records that you determine to be exempt from disclosure, 
please provide the non-exempt portions promptly. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Amardeep Singh at (212) 655-3095, 
ext. 83.  Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sapreet Kaur 
Executive Director 


