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As the largest Sikh American advocacy organization in the United States, the Sikh Coalition 

believes that our nation is failing to protect the civil and human rights of all Americans.   

 

Recent high-profile cases of police brutality, including the killings of unarmed African-Americans, 

have widened the gap between the lived experiences of our fellow Americans and our 

constitutional guarantees of due process and equal protection.  Adding insult to injury, the Justice 

Department’s newly-revised Guidance for Federal Law Enforcement Agencies Regarding the 

Use of Race, Ethnicity, Gender, National Origin, Religion, Sexual Orientation, or Gender 

Identity has reinforced loopholes that allow federal agencies to engage in invidious profiling. 

 

In this context, the Sikh Coalition offers the following recommendations for policy reform and 

respectfully requests inclusion of this statement and its enclosures in the official hearing record. 

 

A. Ban Invidious Profiling 

 

The U.S. Congress should enact the End Racial Profiling Act (ERPA).  This legislation—

introduced most recently as S. 1038 and H.R. 2851—would ban invidious law enforcement 

profiling throughout the United States on the basis of suspect classifications, such as race, religion, 

ethnicity, and national origin.  In addition, ERPA would provide a meaningful remedy to profiling 

victims; require the adoption of anti-profiling policies and training programs; and create a data 

collection mechanism to facilitate proactive identification and correction of profiling issues.   

 

B. Hold Law Enforcement Agencies Accountable 

 

The U.S. Congress should exercise stronger oversight authority over the U.S. Department of 

Justice and U.S. Department of Homeland Security to ensure that these agencies do not engage 

in invidious profiling.  Although the Justice Department’s new profiling guidance recognizes that 

discriminatory profiling is “unfair” and “ineffective,” and that biased practices “promote mistrust 

of law enforcement, and perpetuate negative and harmful stereotypes,” the document contains 

several gaping loopholes that undermine its objectives.  In particular, the exclusion of Customs 

and Border Patrol (CBP) and Transportation Security Administration (TSA) activities from the 

scope of the Guidance sends the message that certain minority communities are suspect.  In the 

context of post-9/11 hate crimes against Arabs, Muslims, Sikhs, and South Asians, and increased 

xenophobia resulting from debates about immigration reform, we believe these loopholes will 

reinforce stereotypes that make targeted communities vulnerable to hate violence and discrimination. 



 

 

For Sikh Americans, the new guidance will exacerbate the challenges endured by our community 

at American airports.  Turbaned Sikhs are set aside for secondary TSA screening 100 percent of 

the time at some airports, even after clearing a body scanner without setting off an alarm.
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  We 

have repeatedly secured Congressional support for TSA accountability, including independent 

audits of the TSA’s screening practices, but the agency has consistently dismissed these requests.
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In the absence of strong leadership from the executive branch on profiling issues, the U.S. 

Congress should condition receipt of taxpayer funds by law enforcement agencies on full 

compliance with antidiscrimination laws, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the adoption 

of stronger controls against profiling.  For example, the U.S. Congress can use incentives to 

encourage TSA and other law enforcement agencies to strengthen antidiscrimination policies; 

improve redress mechanisms for profiling victims; expand bias prevention trainings; and collect 

auditable data to diagnose and prevent profiling issues. 

 

C. Build Trust Between Law Enforcement and Communities 

 

Members of the U.S. Congress should use their convening power to organize regular public 

forums in their home districts to foster grassroots dialogue to build trust between law 

enforcement agencies and the communities they serve.  For example, communities affected by 

invidious profiling and discrimination should be able to share their grievances directly with law 

enforcement leaders.  Through this open dialogue, community members and law enforcement 

agencies can also partner with each other to develop shared solutions to any challenges they face. 

 

In addition, Members of the U.S. Congress should encourage law enforcement agencies to 

provide equal employment opportunity to new recruits.  Unfortunately, large police departments, 

such as the New York Police Department (NYPD), discriminate against turbaned and bearded 

Sikh Americans who wish to serve as police officers.  Discrimination of this nature reinforces 

stereotypes that make Sikhs and other minorities vulnerable to discrimination and hate crimes.
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D. Conclusion 

 

The Sikh Coalition is grateful to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Human 

Rights for organizing this timely hearing and accepting our written testimony.  We note with 

appreciation that the Subcommittee organized a hearing in response to the hate-motivated massacre 

of Sikh worshippers at the Oak Creek Gurdwara in 2012.  That hearing resulted in a substantial 

expansion of federal hate crime tracking that will eventually benefit millions of Americans.  We 

hope that today’s hearing will also lead to positive outcomes for all Americans who are concerned 

about violations of civil and human rights in our society. 
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 See Racial Profiling and the Use of Suspect Classifications in Law Enforcement Policy: Hearing Before the House 
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