
 
 

 

Remembering Oak Creek: National Day of Seva Tool Kit 

 

What is the National Day of Seva? 

Inspired by the Oak Creek sangat’s Chardi Kala 6K Memorial Run and Walk, the Sikh Coalition calls on 
the nationwide community to engage in a Day of Seva (selfless community service) in their local 
communities on August 2, 2014 to remember and honor the victims and survivors of the August 5, 2012 
Oak Creek mass shooting.  

 

You can organize your own event in your city or participate in an already-scheduled event. To 

facilitate this collective Day of Seva, we have prepared this “Seva Toolkit” which contains 

suggestions and tips on how to set up a family-friendly seva event in your city, possible organizations 

to work with, and strategies to engage with the community and media. The Sikh Coalition has also set 

up a National Day of Seva web page that can be  accessed here to provide information on nationwide 

events. 
 

Presently, there are seva days organized in the following locations: 

 New York City 

 Detroit, Michigan 

 Seattle, Washington 

 Bay Area/Sacramento/Modesto/Fresno, California   

  

Please continue to check  our website for regular updates. 

 

If you are a sevadaar leading the event in your community, please let us know by 

sending an email to dayofseva@sikhcoalition.org. 

 
STEP 1: PICK A SEVA PROJECT 

There are numerous projects that you can organize to address the needs in your local community on 
August 2, 2014.  When picking a project, think about activities that will allow the Sikh community to 
connect with our neighbors.  
 

Here are some suggestions to help you get started: 

 

 Clean a highway or a local park   

 Contact your local  Habitat for Humanity 

 Go to a local Soup Kitchen and serve food (Note: This is more optimal for a small group of 5-

10) 

 Volunteer at a Food Bank  

 Host a canned goods drive for a local food bank.  

 Volunteer at a local  Boys & Girls Club or chapter of the United Way 

 Host a Blood Drive at your local gurdwara sahib (contact your local  American Red 

Cross for details) 

We strongly encourage you to contact local charities or non-profits to ask how you can help 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1506004106285977/
http://sikhcoalition.org/get-involved/act-now/national-day-of-seva
http://sikhcoalition.org/get-involved/act-now/national-day-of-seva
mailto:dayofseva@sikhcoalition.org
http://www.habitat.org/
http://www.foodpantries.org/
http://www.uri.edu/endhunger/PlanningAFoodDrive_000.html
http://feedingamerica.org/get-involved/volunteer.aspx
http://www.bgca.org/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.unitedway.org/
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.redcross.org/


 
 

them.   

 

When discussing the seva event, be sure to ask for details as to what will be required of the 

volunteers and if you should bring any thing to assist in the seva (i.e. gloves, tools, etc.).  

Also, be sure to think about how many volunteers you will be able to recruit and if the seva 

project can accommodate all of your volunteers.  

 

Once event details are finalized, be sure to send an email to the Sikh Coalition at 

dayofseva@sikhcoalition.org with those details (i.e. seva partner, event location, date, time, 

etc).  
 
 
STEP 2: VOLUNTEER OUTREACH 

Now that you have determined what type of seva event you and your sangat will participate in for 
August 2nd, you will need to recruit volunteers and inspire your sangat to get involved! 

 
There are several different ways that you can do this, and we have provided some suggestions 

below. Please make sure to provide your contact information to your sangat.  This way, your 

volunteers will know where to go to sign up or ask further questions. 

 
Sikh Community Outreach 

 

 Announcements & flyers at Gurdwara: Make announcement(s) and post flyers about the 

‘Day of Seva’ event and ask for volunteers to sign-up during diwaan.   

 Email listserves: Ask your gurdwara and local community listserves to share event information via 

email.  

 Get the Khalsa School involved: Contact your local Khalsa School even though they may be 

closed for the summer. 

 Bring a friend: Once you have recruited 10 volunteers, ask each of those volunteers to bring at 

least 1 person to volunteer.  This person can be a friend, relative, neighbor, teacher, parent, 

sibling, etc. 

 Sikh Coalition email: The Sikh Coalition can send out an email to the local sangat with event 

information to help you recruit volunteers. 

 Social media: · Work with the Sikh Coalition to create a Facebook page for the event and 

encourage everyone on your volunteer team to "invite" their friends to the Facebook page. Share 

the flyer online with family and friends.  

 
Neighborhood Outreach 

 Reach out to the Interfaith community: Contact your local churches, synagogues and 

mosques to ask them to join with the Sikh community in selfless service.  

 Flyers: Create flyers about the seva event and post them at local restaurants, recreation 

centers, gurdwara and other places of worship. The Sikh Coalition can create a flyer which 

you can use and distribute –email us at dayofseva@sikhcoalition.org . 

 

 Ask local businesses to support the project: If there are sangat members who own businesses 

mailto:dayofseva@sikhcoalition.org?subject=RE:%20Day%20of%20Seva%20Tool%20Kit
mailto:dayofseva@sikhcoalition.org


 
 

in the area, encourage them to display a few posters or flyers at their establishment.  

 Local groups & volunteer organization: If there are local volunteer organizations or other 

associations in your city, ask them if they can advertise the event within their organizations 

to recruit more volunteers. 

 

STEP 3: MEDIA ENGAGEMENT 

As soon as you have a project confirmed and know you have volunteers attending, please feel 
free to contact your local media to cover the event. This event, as a part of a larger national effort, to 

remember and honor the victims and survivors, will provide an opportunity for your local 

community to learn more about Sikhism and our spirit of Chardi Kala (eternal optimism). 

 
Please feel free to reach out to the Sikh Coalition (dayofseva@sikhcoalition.org) for help contacting 

the media. We can provide resources and talking points on how to approach media for your event. 

 

Additional Resources 
 

 “Who are the Sikhs?” Posters 

The ‘Who are the Sikhs?’ poster provides a quick look into who Sikhs are, including our 

beliefs, history in America, and fun facts. The posters are easy to read, and they are the perfect 

resource for informing others, especially young people, about our community. To request 

posters or postcard size cards please click here. 

 “The Sikhs” Brochures 

The Sikhs" brochure provides an overview of the Gurus, Guru Granth Sahib, articles of faith 

and core Sikh beliefs and are available in 11 different languages. To request brochures please  

click here.

mailto:dayofseva@sikhcoalition.org?subject=RE:%20Day%20of%20Seva%20Tool%20Kit
http://sikhcoalition.org/resources/educational-materials/qwho-are-the-sikhsq-poster
http://sikhcoalition.org/about-sikhs/the-sikh-brochures


 

 


