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My name is Corporal Simranpreet Singh Lamba.  I respectfully submit this 

statement for the record on the topic of religious accommodation in our great 

military. 

 

In 2010, I became the first enlisted Sikh soldier in a generation to be granted the 

ability to maintain my religiously-mandated turban, unshorn hair, and beard while 

serving in the U.S. Army. 

  

I write today because although I am grateful for the accommodation granted to me, 

I would like our military to end its presumptive ban on Sikh articles of faith, 

including turbans, unshorn hair, and beards.  I know through experience that 

there is no conflict between my ability to excel as a soldier  and my Sikh faith. 

In fact, my faith enhances my service to my country. 

 

With all humility, I ask that you consider the following words from my fellow 

soldiers and superiors. I believe they compellingly make the case that our military 

should fully embrace Sikh soldiers: 

 

“The key things were that Spc. Lamba had to meet all the Army 

standards to graduate and do everything else for training, but there 

were going to be nuances about the hair, about the beard, and we 

wanted to make sure it didn’t impact any training. But there were no 

special privileges given to him beside that... As far as training, he did 

everything we expect every Soldier to come out of basic training to do; 

and he did extremely well through the entire process.”   

Lt. Col. Bryan Hernandez
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“The other soldiers in the platoon actually love Spc. Lamba. Their 

family members have found out that we have a Sikh Soldier, and they 

have asked if they could write to Spc. Lamba to find out more about 

where he comes from. There has been no negativity expressed by 

Soldiers toward Spc. Lamba.” 

Sgt. 1
st
 Class Michael Hildebrand
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He has good values… He has his religious values tied closely into his 

actions he takes… He’s a good person. He does what he’s told when he’s 

told. He shows respect to everyone, regardless if they show him respect 

or not.” 

Pf. Michael Hanes
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If you hangout with him, you don’t even realize he’s wearing a turban. 

He’s a normal person.  

Pvt. Ryan Jones
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As you can see, my peers and superiors respect me as a fellow soldier ready to go 

the battle with them. I perform all my duties as an enlisted soldier. I am able to 

wear a helmet over a smaller turban when required. I have participated in several 

gas chamber drills since I joined the active duty and have always been able to get a 

proper seal on my gas mask. I proudly wear my uniform and the flag on it.  

 

In recognition of my service, this past September I received a rare promotion to 

Corporal.
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 The support of my superiors and fellow soldiers throughout my service 

has been tremendous.  

 

Given my successful service and that of Major Kamaljeet Singh Kalsi and Captain 

Tejdeep Singh Rattan, who both received historic but individualized and  revocable 

accommodations in 2009 to maintain their Sikh articles of faith, I was disappointed 
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to learn that the Department of Defense did not eliminate the presumptive ban on 

Sikh service when it revised its guidelines on religious accommodation last week. 

 

Sikhs served bravely for America before the presumptive ban was enacted in 1981. 

Major Kalsi, Captain Rattan, and I have served with honor since we were granted 

individualized accommodations in 2009 and 2010.  

 

It’s time for the presumptive ban to come to an end. Any patriotic Sikh should be 

able to walk into a recruiter’s office, enlist in our military, and rise or fall in 

basic training according to his or her abilities, nothing else. It is not right, in 

my humble opinion, to force a Sikh soldier who is willing to lay his or her life on 

the line for America to make a special request to the Pentagon to maintain their 

articles of faith.  

 

As a community, Sikhs have proven themselves time and time again, all over the 

world, as capable soldiers.   

  

So I ask our military’s leadership to please consider our request: please end the 

presumptive ban on Sikh articles of faith. Let us fight as one military to uphold the 

founding principle of religious liberty, upon which the United States was founded, and 

which my fellow Soldiers and I work to protect.  

I deeply and respectfully thank you for considering my submission. 


