
	  

	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

Points of Action for Sikh Community Members 
 

How can we all engage?  
 

1. Candlelight Vigil:  
 
Following the tragic attack on the Sikh Gurdwara in Oak Creek, WI yesterday, The Sikh 
Coalition, in collaboration with local Sikh leaders and the Sikh American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund, Sikh Research Institute and UNITED SIKHS, urge Sikh-Americans 
across the nation to organize interfaith vigils within their respective communities for the 
evening of Wednesday August 8th.  
 
The purpose of this effort is to coordinate a nationwide remembrance for the victims and 
their families. This will send a clear and unified message that we will not be divided; we 
will find hope in a moment of great tragedy; and we will move forward with the belief that 
freedom of religion remains a fundamental tenet of our great democracy.  
 
Please reach out to the Sikh Coalition at contact@sikhcoalition.org to advise us about a 
vigil you and your community are organizing. We will share it online and through social 
media.  
 
For your reference we have talking points about Sikhism, post 9/11 incidents, and what 
people can do to help the victims and their families as resources on our website.  Please 
be aware of media presence at the vigils and refer to these documents to support your 
efforts to engage with them. 
 

2. Donate Now  
Support the victims and their families of the shootings. The local community in Oak 
Creek, WI will be leading the distribution of funds directly to those families impacted 
most by the deadly shootings with the goal of providing well-needed relief in this time of 
crisis.  To donate, please go to http://www.indiegogo.com/Milwaukee-Sikh and click 
“Contribute Now!” All contributions are tax-deductible. 
 

3. Talk to your neighbors, friends, neighborhood groups, colleagues, and 
local media. 

 
If you know of other events or events being organized, please send an email to: 
contact@sikhcoalition.org 

 
 

 



	  

	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

Summary of Sikh American Community Observations  
 
This is a summary of points sangat members across the nation have been articulating to non-
Sikhs and media inquires alike.  You may find them useful as you engage with your local 
community and the media. 
 

1. Our prayers are with the victims and the families of those who lost their lives in this tragic 
act. 

2. We are grateful for the bravery and quick action of the police officers that responded and 
prevented this incident from becoming an even bigger tragedy 

3. We are grateful that the United States Attorney General called this matter both an act of 
domestic terrorism and a hate crime. It was important to acknowledge the motivation here 
so that we can move to address hate or bigotry in our society. 

4. The Sikh religion was founded in South Asia over 500 years ago. There are more than 
25 million Sikhs throughout the world and approximately 700,000 adherents of the Sikh 
religion in the United States. The Sikh religion was founded in South Asia over 500 years 
ago. There are more than 25 million Sikhs throughout the world and approximately 
700,000 adherents of the Sikh religion in the United States. Observant Sikh men are 
religiously-mandated to wear dastaars (Sikh turbans) and maintain unshorn hair 
(including facial hair).  Observant Sikh women are also religiously-mandated to maintain 
uncut hair. 

5. Sikh Americans are part of the American fabric, from coast to coast, working in every 
profession, serving in our armed forces, and holding important positions in American 
political and civic life.  Even still, Sikh Americans continue to experience hate crimes, job 
discrimination, school bullying, and racial profiling.   

6. Houses of worship, like the gurdwara, are places of peace. Attacks at any of the nation’s 
houses of worship must be condemned. This type of crime strikes at the very foundation 
of religious tolerance, among the fundamental principles upon which this country was 
built. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 



 

 

 

Fact Sheet on Post-9/11 Discrimination and Violence against Sikh Americans 
 
Overview 

• Since 9/11, the Sikh Coalition has received thousands of reports from the Sikh community about 
hate crimes, workplace discrimination, school bullying, and racial and religious profiling. 

 
Hate Crimes 

• In the first month after the 9/11 attacks, the Sikh Coalition documented over 300 cases of 
violence and discrimination against Sikh Americans throughout the United States. 

• While the FBI recorded over 9000 hate crimes nationwide in 2008 (out of a population of 300 
million in the US), 10 percent of Sikhs in the San Francisco Bay Area reported being the target of 
hate crimes during the same period according to Sikh Coalition survey of over 1,000 Sikhs in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. 

• Some of the most recent egregious hate attacks include: The murders of Gurmej Singh Atwal 
and Surinder Singh in Elk Grove, CA in March 2011; the desecration of the Sikh Gurdwara in 
Sterling Heights, MI in February 2012, the hate-motivated death threats mailed to a Sikh 
family in Sterling, VA in March 2012; and the fire-bombing of a Sikh-owned convenience 
story in September 2011.  

 
School Bullying 

• A 2010 Sikh Coalition survey revealed that 69% of turban-wearing Sikh students in the Bay Area 
of San Francisco have suffered bullying and harassment because of their religion and that 30% of 
them had been hit or involuntarily touched because of their turbans. These attacks occur because 
the Sikh articles of faith – in particular, the turban – are associated with terrorism and 9/11. 

• Some of the most egregious attacks on Sikh children have included: Jaskirat Singh’s turban 
being set on fire by a fellow student in Hightstown, New Jersey in 2008, Harpal Singh Vacher’s 
hair being forcibly cut by a fellow student in New York City in 2007, and an assault on 
Gurwinder Singh by fellow students in New York City 

 
Workplace Discrimination 

• 12% of Sikhs in the San Francisco Bay Area have reported suffering employment discrimination, 
which makes clear that Sikhs are exponentially more likely to suffer employment discrimination 
than the general population.  

• Most recently, Frank Singh was called a terrorist and fired by an AutoZone store because he 
refused to remove his turban in Boston. Gurpreet Singh was refused a job because he would 
not shave his religiously-mandated beard at a Lexus dealership in New Jersey. And the NYPD 
still refuses to hire turbaned Sikhs.. 

• Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 has been misinterpreted in ways that allow employers to 
segregate Sikhs from customers and the general public in the name of corporate image. 

 
Racial and Religious Profiling 

• At some airports in the United States, Sikhs are subjected to secondary screening 100 percent of 
the time by Transportation Security Administration (TSA) personnel. TSA consistently refuses to 
audit its screening policies to determine whether Sikh travelers are being profiled. 

• The problem of perceived profiling at airports has become so troubling to members of the Sikh 
community that the Sikh Coalition released a mobile application called FlyRights in April 2012. 
The application allows Sikhs and people of any community to easily file an official complaint with 
the TSA in real time, right after an incident occurs. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT WWW.SIKHCOALITION.ORG 



 

 

What is Sikhism? 

 

Sikhism is the fifth largest world religion, and was founded in 1469 by Guru Nanak in South Asia. 

Its core beliefs were shaped by Guru Nanak and his nine successors during the 16
th

 and 

17
th

 centuries.  With over 25 million followers worldwide, it is one of the youngest major world 

religions.  There are over 500,000 Sikhs living in the U.S. today. 

 

Origins and Central Beliefs   

Sikhism is a monotheistic faith, and teaches that all human beings are considered equal in the 

eyes of God.  This concept of equality spreads across gender, race, religion, ethnicity, etc.  Sikhs 

believe that each individual can realize the divine by practicing 3 things: devotion to God, 

truthful living and service to humanity. Sikhs are meant to uphold the values of honesty, 

compassion, generosity, humility, integrity and spirituality on a daily basis. 

 

The present day Guru is both the Guru Granth Sahib and the Guru Khalsa Panth.  The Guru 

Granth Sahib as a religious scripture, written entirely in poetry, is unique in that it includes the 

hymns of many non-Sikh saints from diverse religious traditions (Hinduism, Islam, Sufism).  

The Guru Khalsa Panth is the name given to the community of initiated Sikhs, or Sikhs that have 

made an active commitment to adopt the Sikh lifestyle.   

 

Sikh Uniform 

Sikhs who are initiated (and many who are not yet initiated) wear an external uniform to unify 

and bind them to the beliefs of the religion and to remind them of their commitment to the 

Gurus at all times.  This uniform consists of the five Sikh articles of faith.  They are: 1) Kesh 

(uncut hair), which is kept covered by a distinctive turban, 2) the Kirpan (religious sword), 3) 

Kara (metal bracelet), 4) Kanga (comb) and 5) Kachera (under-shorts). They all have deep 

religious meanings for Sikhs who wear them to honor the Sikh Gurus while being ambassadors 

for their faith. 

 

In America, 99% of the people you see wearing a turban will be Sikh.  Wearing a turban declares 

sovereignty, dedication, self-respect, and courage.   All practicing Sikhs wear the turban out of 

love, as a mark of commitment to the faith, and so they can be easily identified as a Sikh. 

 

 

Sikhs’ Presence and Contributions in America 

Sikhs first immigrated to the United States in the late 1800s, and have contributed to this 

country’s growth and development ever since.  Sikh Americans have had notable achievements 

as farmers, entrepreneurs, congressmen, scientists, scholars, and actors, among countless 

other professions.  The largest federal court security contractor for the US Marshals Service is a 

Sikh-American owned company.  The inventor of fiber optics is a Sikh-American.  America's 

largest peach grower is a Sikh-American. And last but not least, one of the first doctors to arrive 

on the scene to treat victims at ground zero, and indeed a true hero of 9/11, is a Sikh-American.   
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