
 

 
 

April 27, 2016 
 
Via email at soblt@co.potter.tx.us 
Sheriff Brian Thomas 
Potter County Sheriff’s Office 
608 S. Pierce 
Amarillo, TX 79101 
 
Via email at randallsims@co.potter.tx.us 
Randall Sims, District Attorney 
District Courts Building, Suite 5A 
501 South Fillmore 
Amarillo, TX 79101 
 
Via email at scottbrumley@co.potter.tx.us 
Scott Brumley, County Attorney 
Potter County Attorney’s Office 
500 S. Fillmore, Room 301 
Amarillo, TX  79101 
 
Re: Daljeet Singh, Victim of a False Alarm / Report and Unlawful Restraint, Incident 16-
02562 
 
Dear Sheriff Thomas, District Attorney Sims, and County Attorney Brumley: 

 
The Sikh Coalition1 writes on behalf of our client Mr. Daljeet Singh, who was arrested and 
subsequently cleared of all criminal charges in Amarillo, Texas on February 21, 2016, following 
an egregious and traumatic incident of racial, ethnic and religious profiling on a Greyhound 
bus. Mr. Singh, an observant follower of the Sikh religion, is an asylum-seeker from Punjab, 
India.  He is lawfully present in the United States and is Limited English Proficient. 
 
On February 21, a fellow passenger onboard the Greyhound bus, Tianna Lynn Decamp, falsely 
accused Mr. Singh of making a terroristic threat.  Ms. Decamp viciously profiled Mr. Singh, who 
wears a turban and maintains unshorn hair (including a beard) in accordance with his faith, 
and alleged that he had been discussing a bomb threat with another brown-skinned, South 
Asian passenger, Mohammed Chotri. As a direct consequence of her accusations, Mr. Singh and 
Mr. Chotri were arrested and subsequently detained in the Potter County Detention Center for 
approximately 30 hours. Following further investigation, Mr. Singh and Mr. Chotri were cleared 
of all criminal wrongdoing by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Potter County 
Attorney’s Office and released from detention.   

                                                        
1 By way of background, the Sikh Coalition is a community-based organization that defends civil rights and 
civil liberties in the United States, educates the broader community about Sikhs and diversity, and fosters 
civic engagement amongst Sikh Americans. The Sikh Coalition owes its existence in large part to the effort to 
combat uninformed discrimination against Sikh Americans after September 11, 2001, including hate crimes 
and other forms of bias-based discrimination. 
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Ms. Decamp’s defamatory allegations, which were evidently baseless and rooted in bigotry, 
deprived Mr. Singh of his liberty, stripped him of his dignity, led to the violation of his religious 
rights, and caused him great humiliation and emotional harm. Not only was Mr. Singh, an 
innocent man, detained at the Potter County Detention Center for approximately a day and a 
half, but he was also humiliated and vilified in the media. Multiple media outlets, including 
News Channel 10,2 Amarillo Globe-News,3 ABC 7,4 Fox 5,5 KGNC News Now,6 and My High 
Plains7 portrayed Mr. Singh (and Mr. Chotri) as a terrorist and published photos of his mugshot, 
which depicted Mr. Singh without his religious turban (an article of faith that Sikhs do not 
remove in public as it is akin to being naked). As a result of Ms. Decamp’s actions and the 
subsequent public humiliation, Mr. Singh has suffered from emotional distress, anxiety, and 
fear for his safety.   
 
We believe that Mr. Singh was a victim of Ms. Decamp’s and other bus passengers’ criminal 
actions. We respectfully request that the Potter County Sheriff’s Office and the Potter 
County Attorney’s Office file criminal charges against Ms. Tianna Lynn Decamp and 
prosecute her for knowingly reporting a false and baseless bomb threat.  We also 
request that your agencies file criminal charges against bus passengers Anthony Lamar 
Lillie and Kelly Michael Morris and prosecute them for unlawfully restraining Mr. Singh 
on the bus.   
 
Accordingly, on behalf of Mr. Singh, we write to: 
 

1) Provide you with background information on the Sikh American community, the 
significance of the Sikh turban, and the rise in racial profiling and hate crimes 
committed against Sikhs in the United States. This information is helpful in 
understanding why Mr. Singh was unlawfully targeted;   
 

2) Request that criminal charges be filed and brought against Tianna Lynn Decamp under 
Texas Penal Code § 42.06 for filing a false report or alarm against Mr. Singh; and  

 
3) Request that criminal charges be filed and brought against Anthony Lamar Lillie and 

Kelly Michael Morris under Texas Penal Code § 20.02 for unlawful restraint of Mr. Singh. 
  

                                                        
2 Two Arrested in Bus Bomb Threat, NEWS CHANNEL 10 (Feb. 21, 2016), 
http://www.newschannel10.com/story/31275735/update-two-arrested-in-bus-bomb-threat.  
3 Robert Stein, Men in Bomb Threat Case on Immigration Status Hold, AMARILLO GLOBE-NEWS (Feb. 22, 2016), 
http://amarillo.com/news/crime-and-courts/2016-02-22/men-greyhound-bomb-threat-case-placed-
immigration-hold.  
4 Kase Wilbanks, No Bomb on Greyhound Bus, Two Males Arrested for Terroristic Threat, ABC 7 AMARILLO (Feb. 
21, 2016), http://abc7amarillo.com/news/local/authorities-investigating-bomb-threat-on-greyhound-bus.  
5 Two Arrested in Bus Bomb Threat, FOX 5 VEGAS (Feb. 21, 2016), 
http://www.fox5vegas.com/story/31275735/update-two-arrested-in-bus-bomb-threat.  
6 Lisa Carr, Bomb Threat Suspects Remain Jailed but Not for Terror Threat, KGNC NEWS NOW (Feb. 22, 2016), 
http://kgncnewsnow.com/bomb-threat-suspects-remain-jailed-but-not-for-terror-threat/.  
7 Bomb Threat on I40 Just East of Amarillo, MY HIGH PLAINS (Feb. 21, 2016), 
http://www.myhighplains.com/news/bomb-threat-on-i-40-just-east-of-amarillo.  

http://www.newschannel10.com/story/31275735/update-two-arrested-in-bus-bomb-threat
http://amarillo.com/news/crime-and-courts/2016-02-22/men-greyhound-bomb-threat-case-placed-immigration-hold
http://amarillo.com/news/crime-and-courts/2016-02-22/men-greyhound-bomb-threat-case-placed-immigration-hold
http://abc7amarillo.com/news/local/authorities-investigating-bomb-threat-on-greyhound-bus
http://www.fox5vegas.com/story/31275735/update-two-arrested-in-bus-bomb-threat
http://kgncnewsnow.com/bomb-threat-suspects-remain-jailed-but-not-for-terror-threat/
http://www.myhighplains.com/news/bomb-threat-on-i-40-just-east-of-amarillo


Daljeet Singh, Victim of a False Alarm or Report and Unlawful Restraint, Incident 16-02562 
April 27, 2016 

3 
 

In particular, we bring to your attention evidence contained in the Potter County Sheriff’s Office 
Duty Report for Incident 16-02562 indicating probable cause that these crimes were 
committed. This evidence is supplemented by the signed statement of Mr. Singh regarding the 
incidents of February 21, 2016, which we have enclosed. 
 

I. Sikh Americans and the Religious Significance of the Sikh Turban 

This tragic incident was precipitated by animus and prejudice against Mr. Singh’s actual or 
perceived race, religion, ethnicity and/or nationality. Throughout the entire episode, we 
understand that certain bus passengers, including Ms. Decamp (and subsequently responding 
authorities), believed Mr. Singh and his fellow bus passenger, Mr. Chotri, to be “Arabic” [sic], 
and therefore “suspicious.” Mr. Singh is not Arab – he is an Indian-born Sikh, and while we do 
not represent Mr. Chotri, we understand from Mr. Singh that he is a Pakistani Muslim (also not 
Arab).  Even if they were Arab, which they are not, that alone would not have justified 
immediately stereotyping them and perceiving them to be a threat. 

The Sikh religion is the world’s fifth largest faith tradition.  While there are more Sikhs in the 
world than Jews, the faith is relatively young compared to other major world religions.  The 
founder of the Sikh faith, Guru Nanak, was born in 1469 in Punjab, India.  The Sikh religion is 
monotheistic, believing in one God that is all loving, all pervading, and eternal.  This God of love 
is obtained through grace and sought by service to mankind.  Guru Nanak rejected the caste 
system and declared all human beings, men and women, to be equal in rights and 
responsibilities and ability to reach God.  He taught that God was universal to all—not limited 
to any religion, nation, race, color, or gender. 

Consistent with the teachings of the Sikh gurus, Sikhs wear an external uniform to bind them to 
the beliefs of the religion.  Unlike some other faiths, where only the clergy maintain religious 
articles on their person, all Sikhs are required to wear external articles of faith.  These articles 
of faith, such as unshorn hair (kesh) and the turban, distinguish a Sikh and have deep spiritual 
significance. The Sikh turban, such as the one Mr. Singh wears, represents his 
commitment to universal equality, religious freedom, and reminds him of his duty to 
combat oppression. 

Maintaining unshorn hair—including unshorn facial hair for men—is an essential part of the 
Sikh way of life. One cannot be a practicing Sikh without abiding by this tenet of faith.  Guru 
Nanak started the practice, regarding it as living in harmony with the will of God.  The Sikh 
Code of Conduct, called the Rehat Maryada, outlines the requirements for practicing the Sikh 
way of life.  All Sikhs must follow the guidelines set forth in this document.  The Rehat 
Maryada explicitly instructs that if you are a Sikh, you must “[h]ave, on your person, all the 
time . . . the keshas (unshorn hair).”  This document prohibits the removal of hair from the body 
as one of four major taboos.  One of the other taboos on this list is adultery.  The fact that 
cutting one’s hair is a moral transgression as serious as committing adultery speaks to the 
immense significance of uncut hair in the Sikh religion. 

The Rehat Maryada also mandates that Sikhs wrap a turban which must always cover the 
wearer’s head.  The turban reminds a Sikh of his or her duty to maintain and uphold the core 
beliefs of the Sikh faith, which include working hard and honestly, sharing with the needy, and 
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promoting equality and justice for all.  When a Sikh ties a turban, the turban ceases to be simply 
a piece of cloth and becomes one and the same with the Sikh’s head. 

Historically, uncut hair and turbans have been central features of the Sikh identity.  For 
example, in the 18th century, Sikhs in South Asia were persecuted and forced to convert from 
their religion by the dominant leaders in the region.  The method of forcing conversions was to 
remove a Sikh’s turban and cut off his hair.  Today, the Sikh turban, which represents peaceful 
and noble religious values, continues to be a target of hate, discrimination, and profiling, 
including in the United States. 

II. Bias-Based Discrimination and Hate Crimes Against Sikh Americans 

Sikh Americans were the victims of hundreds of bias-motivated crimes in the aftermath of the 
tragic events of September 11, 2001, and are facing a sharp uptick in hate crimes and violence 
in recent months following terrorist attacks in Paris, France and San Bernardino, California on 
November 13th and December 2nd of 2015, respectively.  After September 11, 2001, Sikhs 
suffered verbal harassment, damage to property, beatings, and even murder.  The largest and 
most brutal attack on the Sikh American community occurred in August of 2012 in Oak Creek, 
Wisconsin, when six Sikhs were murdered at their house of worship (gurdwara) by a white 
supremacist.  More recently, in December of 2015, a number of apparent hate crimes and 
related discrimination were committed against Sikhs, including the shooting of a turbaned Sikh 
man working at a liquor store in Grand Rapids, Michigan, a vicious assault of an elderly Sikh 
man, Amrik Singh Bal, in Fresno, California, and vandalism of a Sikh house of worship with 
“ISIS” graffiti in Buena Park, California.8  Last November, Balwinder Jit Singh, a Sikh bus 
operator for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, was violently 
attacked by a passenger who shouted “suicide bomber” and accused Mr. Singh of hijacking the 
bus.9  The attacker has been charged with a hate crime. 
 
Relative to other vulnerable minorities, Sikhs are disproportionately targeted for 
discrimination because they wear turbans and maintain unshorn hair (including facial hair) in 
accordance with their faith. (Punjabi Sikhs are also vulnerable because of their South Asian 
ancestry, i.e. racial appearance.) The discrimination is largely based upon a mistaken 
perception that Sikhs are affiliated with Al Qaeda, ISIS, or the Taliban.  
 
Because of this discrimination, political leaders across the country, including former President 
George W. Bush, President Barack Obama, and members of the United States Congress have 
called on law enforcement to be vigilant in protecting Sikhs from bias-motivated attacks and in 
charging perpetrators with bias crimes where appropriate. Shortly after the September 11th 

                                                        
8 See John Agar, Robber Called Store Clerk “Terrorist” Before Shooting him in Face, Worker Says GRAND RAPIDS 
PRESS, (Dec. 14, 2015), 
http://www.mlive.com/news/grandrapids/index.ssf/2015/12/robber_called_store_clerk_terr.html; 
Editorial, We Are All Amrik Singh Bal, THE FRESNO BEE (Dec. 29, 2015) 
http://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/editorials/article52104160.html; Veronica Rocha, Buena Park Man 
Admits to Vandalizing Sikh Temple, Police Say, L.A. TIMES (Dec. 11, 2015), 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-man-arrested-sikh-temple-vandalism-20151211- story.html. 
9 Brittny Mejia, Attack on L.A. Metro Driver Sparks Fear in the Sikh Community, L.A. TIMES (Jan. 14, 2016), 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-attack-on-metro-driver-sparks-fear-in-sikh-community-
20160114-story.html. 

http://www.mlive.com/news/grandrapids/index.ssf/2015/12/robber_called_store_clerk_terr.html
http://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/editorials/article52104160.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-attack-on-metro-driver-sparks-fear-in-sikh-community-20160114-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-attack-on-metro-driver-sparks-fear-in-sikh-community-20160114-story.html
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terrorist attacks, the United States Senate passed a resolution condemning hate crimes against 
Sikh-Americans.10 The U.S. House of Representatives acknowledged the ongoing problem of 
hate crimes against Sikh Americans as recently as 2009 in connection with the passage of an 
expanded federal hate crime law.11 

Even in 2016, Sikh Americans, including Mr. Singh, remain vulnerable to bigotry, prejudice, 
violence, and false accusations of being a “terrorist” because of their racial and religious 
appearance. Therefore, it is critical for law enforcement to be vigilant and take action to 
confront and curb discrimination when it occurs, such as in this case. 

III. Evidence Establishing Probable Cause that Tianna Lynn Decamp Committed the Crime 
of False Alarm or Report Under Texas Penal Code § 42.06 

We believe that Greyhound bus passenger Tianna Lynn Decamp knowingly filed a false report 
of alleged terrorist threats or activity against Mr. Singh.  As explained below, Ms. Decamp’s 
actions were motivated by bias and animus against Mr. Singh’s actual or perceived race, 
ethnicity, religion, and language abilities. The evidence contained in the 911 call, Ms. Decamp’s 
witness statement, and supplemental narratives to the Potter County Sheriff’s Office Incident 
Report corroborate that Ms. Decamp herself had no reasonable basis for initiating or filing the 
police report. Ms. Decamp’s stated reasons for initiating the false report are contradictory and 
illogical, indicating that she knew her allegations were false and baseless.  The fact that federal 
and local authorities refused to pursue criminal charges against Mr. Singh (or Mr. Chotri) 
confirms that the allegations were indeed baseless. The evidence further indicates Ms. 
Decamp’s filing of a false report was motivated by animus against Mr. Singh, whom she 
immediately and negatively perceived to be Arab, and therefore a “threat.”  

The evidence contained in the Potter County Sheriff’s Office report, as well as Mr. Singh’s 
attached statement, establishes probable cause that Ms. Decamp knowingly initiated a report of 
a bombing or emergency that she knew was false, baseless and without merit. Specifically: 

1. Ms. Decamp’s immediate bias against Mr. Singh is unequivocally established in her 
description of him: she stated that an “Arabic male” boarded the bus and was “acting 
weird.” (Duty Report for Incident 16-02562, p. 4). This description is based on 
prejudiced assumptions about people of color, non-citizens, and those perceived to be 
Muslims, including Sikhs. Mr. Singh is not Arab or Muslim; he is an Indian Sikh. 
Moreover, “acting weird,” according to Ms. Decamp’s statements, included nothing more 
than Mr. Singh speaking on the phone to his family and friends, looking through papers 
in his possession, and changing seats during the second leg of an extremely lengthy bus 
journey (his full route was from Phoenix, AZ to Indianapolis, IN). (Duty Report for 
Incident 16-02562, p. 4, 7). These are all mundane and ordinary acts that many bus 
passengers engage in daily on buses all over the United States and around the world. It 
is doubtful that Ms. Decamp would feel uncomfortable, view these ordinary acts as 
suspicious, and report them to the police if committed by a bus passenger with a “non-
Arab appearance,” including her (Ms. Decamp is described as a white female in the 
incident report). 

                                                        
10 S. Con. Res. 74, 107th Cong. (2001) (enacted). 
11 155 CONG. REC. E1179-80 (2009). 
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2. Although there were approximately 40 passengers on the bus (Duty Report for Incident 

16-02562, p. 7), Ms. Decamp was the only passenger who claims to have heard either 
Mr. Singh or Mr. Chotri say the word “bomb.” (Duty Report for Incident 16-02562, p. 
19). She is also the sole bus passenger to report the purported statement to the bus 
driver, who called 911.  The veracity of her statement is, therefore, highly doubtful. 

 
3. Ms. Decamp claimed that Mr. Singh was speaking Arabic, yet she subsequently claimed 

that she understood Mr. Singh and Mr. Chotri say “bomb” and “Are you ready for the 
bottle yet?” (Duty Report for Incident 16-02562, pp. 4, 7). This contradictory testimony 
indicates that Ms. Decamp did not give truthful statements to the responding officers 
regarding her reasons for initiating a police report. Aside from the fact that an 
individual speaking Arabic does not establish grounds for a reasonable person to call 
the police, Mr. Singh was, in fact, speaking Punjabi, a language unrelated to Arabic in 
structure or origin. He also did not speak English with Mr. Chotri. In fact, Mr. Singh had 
only met Mr. Chotri for the first time on the bus. The two were not friends or previously 
acquainted.   
 

Not only was Ms. Decamp unable to understand Mr. Singh’s conversation in Punjabi, but 
even if Mr. Singh had been speaking Arabic as Ms. Decamp claims, Ms. Decamp, a non-
Arabic speaker, would not have been able to understand him (the incident report does 
not indicate whether she has any fluency in Arabic; however, we are assuming she does 
not speak the language, as demonstrated by her inability to distinguish between Arabic 
and Punjabi.). Her claim that she understood Mr. Singh discussing a bomb and other 
purportedly suspicious topics therefore appears to be patently false and baseless. See, 
e.g. Watts v. Texas, 706 S.W.2d 707 (Tex. App. 1986) (upholding conviction of filing a 
false report where there existed conflicting evidence regarding whether Defendant 
heard or could have heard an alleged threat of future arson.) 

 
4. Ms. Decamp claimed to hear Mr. Chotri tell Mr. Singh to “stay with the plan.” (Duty 

Report for Incident 16-02562, p. 19). Again, Mr. Singh and Mr. Chotri were speaking in 
Punjabi, which Ms. Decamp evidently cannot understand or even recognize. Ms. Decamp 
could not possibly have heard Mr. Chotri tell Mr. Singh to “stay with the plan.”  Even 
hypothetically, if she had heard these words—which she had not—they alone do not 
indicate criminal or terroristic intent. 
 

5. Ms. Decamp also alleges she heard Mr. Singh say “Are you ready for the bottle yet?” Not 
only did Mr. Singh not make this comment, but even if he had as she claimed, such a 
statement is insufficient to indicate the presence of criminal or terrorism-related 
activity. There is nothing nefarious about this statement; again, it was likely Mr. Singh’s 
skin color and religious appearance (namely a turban and a unshorn beard) that Ms. 
Decamp found objectionable and suspicious. 

 
6. Ms. Decamp also claimed to have heard Mr. Singh and Mr. Chotri speaking English. 

(Duty Report for Incident 16-02562, p. 11). However, Mr. Singh can speak almost no 
English and did not speak English with Mr. Chotri. He is Limited English Proficient, as 
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corroborated later by the need for a Punjabi language translator during his interview 
with the FBI.   

 
7. Ms. Decamp further submitted the fact that Mr. Singh had an envelope as evidence of a 

bomb threat. (Duty Report for Incident 16-02562, p. 7). Having an envelope in one’s 
possession in no way indicates involvement in criminal or terrorism-related activity, 
and it is illogical and highly unlikely for a civilian to believe or assume that a bomb 
could be contained in an envelope. Ms. Decamp’s statement to that effect amounts to her 
grasping at straws to justify her false and baseless allegation to local authorities, which 
caused an over-three-hour delay, lengthy search of the bus, and great inconvenience to 
other bus passengers. The envelope that Mr. Singh possessed contained highly sensitive 
and important immigration documents, including his identification, asylum and bond 
release papers.  Mr. Singh is an asylum-seeker and had recently been legally paroled 
into the United States. 

 
We believe that the foregoing evidence establishes probable cause that Tiana Decamp 
knowingly initiated a false and baseless complaint of terrorist activity against Mr. Singh. 
We therefore respectfully request that the Potter County Sheriff’s Office and Potter 
County Attorney’s Office investigate, charge, and prosecute Ms. Decamp under Texas 
Penal Code § 42.06. 

IV. Evidence Establishing Probable Cause that Anthony Lillie and Kelly Morris Committed 
the Crime of Unlawful Restraint Under Texas Penal Code § 20.02 

In addition to Ms. Decamp’s bias-motivated false accusations against Mr. Singh, we believe that 
two other bus passengers committed the crime of Unlawful Restraint against Mr. Singh by 
confining him to his seat and preventing him from contacting family members who could help 
him communicate in English. Specifically: 

1. According to the Potter County Sheriff’s Office Duty Report, both Anthony Lamar Lillie 
and Kelly Michael Morris admitted that they “attempted to maintain security over [Mr. 
Singh] while the other occupants exited the bus.” (Duty Report for Incident 16-02562, p. 
12).  The Duty Report further states that Mr. Lillie and Mr. Morris "basically detained" 
Mr. Singh until he was taken off the bus. (Duty Report for Incident 16-02562, p. 18).  As 
mentioned above, since Mr. Singh and Mr. Chotri were cleared of all charges, the 
detention was manifestly unreasonable and baseless. In addition, Mr. Singh reports that 
both Mr. Lillie and Mr. Morris took photographs and video of him without his consent, 
intimidated him, and acted in a threatening manner toward him during the period of 
unlawful restraint. 
 

2. Mr. Singh had not committed or attempted any unlawful activity when Mr. Lillie and Mr. 
Morris restrained him in his seat and prevented him from using his phone, nor was 
there even an ounce of reasonable suspicion to believe that he had engaged in unlawful 
activity warranting restraint.  Instead, Mr. Singh had been attempting to call a family 
member, his brother-in-law, to serve as an English interpreter so that he could 
communicate with these particular bus passengers and determine why they were 
restraining Mr. Singh against his will and acting aggressively toward him.   
 



Daljeet Singh, Victim of a False Alarm or Report and Unlawful Restraint, Incident 16-02562 
April 27, 2016 

8 
 

3. Even where citizens are empowered to make a citizen's arrest, which was not the case 
here, such arrest must be based on the same standards as police arrests—i.e., probable 
cause. Without this safeguard, it would be alarmingly feasible for anyone to detain a 
person simply because he or she looks different or speaks a different language. (For 
example, if there were a deaf passenger on the bus who failed to respond to other 
passengers' inquiries, it would be entirely unreasonable and discriminatory to detain 
the deaf individual because of his or her inability to communicate.)  

In light of this evidence establishing probable cause that Mr. Lillie and Mr. Morris 
unlawfully restrained Mr. Singh onboard the Greyhound bus, we respectfully request 
that the Potter County Sheriff’s Office and Potter County Attorney’s Office investigate, 
charge, and prosecute Mr. Lillie and Mr. Morris under Texas Penal Code § 20.02. 
 

V. Harm Caused to Mr. Singh by the Actions of Tiana Decamp, Anthony Lillie, and Kelly 
Morris 

As a direct result of the unlawful actions of Tiana Decamp, Anthony Lillie, and Kelly Morris, Mr. 
Singh has suffered severe and prolonged emotional and psychological harm. A “mug shot” of 
Mr. Singh without his turban was published in multiple news outlets; for an observant Sikh, 
appearing in public without one’s turban is akin to appearing naked. The publishing of these 
photos was therefore deeply humiliating to Mr. Singh and caused him to feel a sense of shame 
and embarrassment.  
 
Moreover, because of Ms. Decamp’s false report, Mr. Singh was portrayed in these same media 
outlets as a terrorist—a portrayal which could not be further from the truth. Mr. Singh’s name 
has been publicly associated with terrorism, and he will be forced to live with this association 
for the rest of his life. Mr. Singh was and continues to be deeply distraught by the public 
humiliation and the defamation of his name and character.  
 
The actions of Ms. Decamp, Mr. Lillie, and Mr. Morris also caused Mr. Singh to fear for his 
physical safety. Not only was Mr. Singh forced to remain physically in his seat, but he was also 
prevented from speaking to family members who could have helped him communicate in 
English and resolve the issue. Sikhs in the United States are disproportionately targeted for 
bias-based discrimination and violence, and the intimidation and unlawful restraint committed 
by Mr. Lillie and Mr. Morris understandably left Mr. Singh afraid and confused.  
 
Ms. Decamp’s false police report led to a thirty-hour nightmare for Mr. Singh (and Mr. Chotri). 
Because of Ms. Decamp, Mr. Singh was arrested at gunpoint, his religious turban was stripped 
from his head, and he was handcuffed for multiple hours during the Greyhound bus search, 
leaving him terrified and distraught. The horror did not end there. Mr. Singh was then 
transported to the Potter County Detention Center, where he spent nearly thirty hours alone in 
a freezing jail cell and felt terrified, stressed, anxious and traumatized. Mr. Singh did not get his 
turban back until after he was released from jail.   
 
To this day, Mr. Singh, new to this country, continues to suffer from anxiety and depression as a 
direct result of the malicious actions of these three individuals. The psychological and 
emotional harm is further compounded by the fact that Mr. Singh, an asylum seeker, had come 
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to the United States to seek refuge from persecution abroad, and was unnecessarily subjected 
to additional trauma because of Ms. Decamp’s false police report.   
 
In addition to causing Mr. Singh emotional and psychological harm, the actions of Ms. Decamp, 
Mr. Lillie, and Mr. Morris subjected him to additional deprivation of liberty and public scrutiny 
because of his immigration status.12 We understand that Mr. Singh, an asylum-seeker from 
India, who had recently been granted parole to lawfully live and work in the United States, was 
purportedly placed under an immigration detainer and kept in detention for nearly 24 
additional hours after being cleared of all criminal allegations by FBI investigators. This is also 
a direct consequence of the false report. 
 
In addition to the harm caused to Mr. Singh (and Mr. Chotri), Ms. Decamp’s false report harmed 
the Potter County Sheriff’s Office, the FBI, and the public. The unsubstantiated and false report 
wasted the valuable time and limited resources of law enforcement and emergency personnel, 
given that dozens of officers and agents were dispatched in response to the incident. In 
addition, fellow Greyhound bus passengers were deeply inconvenienced and made to fear for 
their safety because of a baseless allegation. False reporting has a cost that is borne by the 
public. It wastes taxpayer money, perpetuates bias and discrimination against people of color 
and religious minorities by painting entire communities (such as Muslims and those perceived 
to be Muslim, including Sikhs) as something to be feared, and diverts resources and attention 
from legitimate criminal complaints. 
 
**** 
 
It is our belief that Tianna Lynn Decamp knowingly and maliciously filed a false police report 
alleging terrorist activity by Mr. Singh, which resulted in Mr. Singh’s arrest and detention. 
Additionally, we believe that Anthony Lamar Lillie and Kelly Michael Morris unlawfully 
restrained Mr. Singh on the Greyhound bus, confining him to his seat and preventing him from 
using his phone to contact family members.  These individuals should be held accountable for 
their criminal actions. 
 
Accordingly, we respectfully request that your agencies review Mr. Singh’s statement and the 
evidence we have shared with you in the case file and vigorously investigate this matter 
appropriately. We are happy to answer any questions or concerns that you may have. Should 
you wish to interview Mr. Singh, one of our staff attorneys is also available to facilitate 
translation between English and Punjabi. For any questions or concerns, please contact Ms. 
Gurjot Kaur at 646-845-0631 or by email at gurjot@sikhcoalition.org.  Thank you for your time. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
s/ Gurjot Kaur       s/ Harsimran Kaur 
 
Gurjot Kaur, Esq.      Harsimran Kaur, Esq. 

                                                        
12 See Robert Stein, Men in Bomb Threat Case on Immigration Status Hold, AMARILLO GLOBE-NEWS (Feb. 22, 
2016), http://amarillo.com/news/crime-and-courts/2016-02-22/men-greyhound-bomb-threat-case-placed-
immigration-hold; Lisa Carr, Bomb Threat Suspects Remain Jailed but Not for Terror Threat, KGNC NEWS NOW 
(Feb. 22, 2016), http://kgncnewsnow.com/bomb-threat-suspects-remain-jailed-but-not-for-terror-threat/.  
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Senior Staff Attorney       Legal Director  
The Sikh Coalition      The Sikh Coalition 
50 Broad Street, Ste. 1637     50 Broad Street, Ste. 1637 
New York, NY 10004      New York, NY 10004 
(212) 655-3095 ext. 85     (510) 659-0900 ext. 92 
gurjot@sikhcoalition.org     harsimran@sikhcoalition.org 
 
 
cc:     
David Kemp, First Assistant County Attorney, via email at davidkemp@co.potter.tx.us     
Daljeet Singh  
 
[Enclosure Attached] 
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